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The Dealing Question ...
•

DOES GOD HEAL TODAY?
by

There has been a healing question from the beginning of
time. Ever since that first dreadful sin in the Garden of
Eden it seems that sickness and pain, tears and sorrows have
been the common lot of the human race. Millions die in infancy.
Other millions are swept away before they reach middle age.
Very few attain to four score years. So, because of the universal
prevalence of sickness and ·infirmity the human race has con
tinually wrestled with the matter of bodily healing.
•
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The records of ancient civilizations contain many references
to the practice of the healing arts, The heathen gods were
besought to give relief. Black magic was practiced and all sorts
of sorcery was used to alleviate pain. Usually disease was looked
upon as the work of evil spirits so incantations were the pre
scribed cure. This belief is held today in many backward por
tions of our world.
•

Today it would seem that the healing question is more discussed and more pertinent than ever before. Apparently
due to the high speed neurotic manner of life there is more
sickness, either fancied or real. Then too, with the horrible
spread of war more and more people are asking if God is able
and willing to heal the human body.
•

To Pastors and Christian Workers:
For special prices on this booklet for distribution

in Churches write to

Arising out of this desperation there has opportunely grown
up a teaching that anyone may be healed of any sickness
at any time if only the conditions are met. These condtiions are
usually said to be the confession of sin and the exercise of faith.
Sufficient to say here that such assertions are false and the
Scripture teaching on healing includes no such sweeping con
clusions. The tragedy connected here is that in far too many
cases the failure to receive the desired healing results in dis
illusionment, loss of faith and in some cases even insanity and
death.
But there is a true approach to the matter of healing from
God. The· Bible, which wonderfully answers every question
in human life is not silent on the subject of divine healing. The
need is to carefully study all related Scriptures, asking God
to reveal His truth.
•
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•

Multitudes of God's saints of all ages have sought and
found the answer to the healing question both in teaching
and in experience. There is no need for any sincere seeker to
fail to understand. May we encourage your hearts to know the
truth and to find God's deliverance.
1

Where Did Sickness Originate ...

What Is Divine Healing? •••

•

Someone has said that all healing is divine and in a broad
sense this may be true. While the doctors may bind up
the wounds, or while the therapeutist may suggest ways and
means to cure, it is in reality God's power that brings about the
healing.

The story of our first parents and the beautiful Garden of
Eden includes no mention of sickness or limitation. Adam
and Eve were in the pinnacle of health and their spirits were
effervescent with the goodness of God's creative hand. The whole
creation was declared to be "very good" and sang a continuous
anthem of praise to God's beneficence. Had mankind lived in
loving obedience to God's wishes in the garden there never
would have been a healing problem.
• But our first parents sinned grievously. Deliberately and
wilfully they turned their backs upon God's specific com
mand and chose to criminally follow their own way of
folly. God had warned that in the day they partook of the fruit
of the tree which was in the midst of the garden they would
die. And die they did, only this death was spiritual death or
immediate separation from the incomparable fellowship with a
holy God.
• But there were other results from this frightful sin. Adam
and Eve also began to die physically. The seeds of infirmity
and susceptibility to disease took their place in the human
frame. Now man became subject to physical weakness and a
slave to old age. Now he looked forward to the inevitability of
physical death as well as hard labor. All life's sorrows, all the
pain of disease, all the misery of sickness and accident came as
a result of this first terrible catastrophic sin.
• Let it be clearly stated, however, that the first sin of Adam
was different from all others committed since. Adam alone
of all of earth's multiplied millions became a sinner by sinning.
All men since have sinned because they are already sinners. It
was this one specific sin of Adam that brought the pall of sick
ness and disease upon the human race. Adam's sin only opened
the gate for the ravages of subsequent physical infirmity.
• Consequently, it is not true to declare that present day
disease results only from present day sin. It is wrong to
evaluate so much sin equals so much sickness. While it may be
true that God may punish the sinner or saint with sickness it
is equally true that the suffering of many of God's saints is in
no way connected with their personal sin.
• The cause of sickness is a large subject and ought to merit
the careful, unhurried study of the earnest student of
Scripture. No one should leap to hasty conclusions until the
whole matter of the reason and remedy of human illness has
been carefully reviewed. Nor can this be done until all that
the Scripture teaches be prayerfully considered.
2

•

•

There are many healing agencies in the world. First, of
course, there are the medical ministries. It is well known
that the physicians follow lines of proven remedy and evidently
God has placed many means of recovery in the world both
herbivorous and surgical for the alleviation of suffering. The
usefulness and success of medical science is well attested.
There is a growing field in the psychical approach to the
cure of illness. There seems to be little doubt that this is
both a true science and a growing field of therapeutics. The
basis of help is the well known principle of the power of the
mind over the body. While, of course, there is a certain amount
of quackery, including religious quackery, still there can be
little doubt that the psychical method of treatment has its
place in some physical and mental restorations.
•

There are other fields. Healing is often obtained just through
the natural means of rest, sleep and nourishing food. God
has built into the body very amazing powers of recuperation
and restoration. Then there are other methods practiced. Pagan
ism has its incantations, Hinduism has its yogi, demonism has
its sorcery.
•

But we do not include any of the above when we speak of
divine healing. We mean healing by the miraculous touch
of God Himself without any required human means, but
brought about simply by the direct touch of God's own omnipo
tence. Such healing is accomplished by God alone by means of
His unseen life-giving powers which act to restore the body
immediately to its normal condition.
•

To our minds divine healing can be the same today as it
was in the days when Christ walked the earth and healed
the sick by the mere spoken word or by the touch of His hand.
While, of course, God may be interested in other kinds of heal
ing, it is this instantaneous miraculous touch which is under
stood to be divine healing.
•

We believe it is the Christian's right, particularly when
human help has failed, and when the crisis has come, to
pray to God and to fully expect Him to demonstrate His unique
power to heal.
•
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Can God Heal? ...
The question is absurd, of course! Do we not realize who
God is? Anyone who would ask such a question needs to
open his eyes and look upon the countless other evidences of
God's omnipotence on every side. Know please that in the be
ginning it was God who brought this vast and intricate universe
into existence. It is He who today guides the immeasurable
starry galaxies in their courses. It is God who has suspended
the earth upon nothing, who causes the tides to flow in ceaseless
rhythm, who paints the magnificent sunsets and directs the
eagle in her flight.
• Let us remember too that He is the Master Craftsman who
brought the human body into existence. It is God who
planned the intricacies of our circulatory systems with its 25
trillion red blood corpuscles. It is God who built into the
human ear the little grand piano with its 24,000 strings. It is
God who fashioned the human eye with its retina containing
2,000,000 rods and cones. It is God who planned the human
hand which is the most utilitarian instrument on earth. Surely
such a God who planned all these amazing things would know
full well how to restore them to usefulness.
•

To even begin to doubt the power of God to touch human
bodies would be to come into the classification of a fool.
God is able to do anything and the touch of His hand to restore
a human body is almost the least of what He can do.
•

But we do not need to depend upon suppositions. The Word
of God which is sure and steadfast continually sets forth
the omnipotent therapeutic power of God. From the very open
ing sentence of Scripture to the last amen, God is shown as the
resistless sovereign of an obedient universe, able to create, able
to maintain, able to control and certainly able to heal. He is a
miracle-working God from start to finish and nothing is too
difficult for Him.
• Or, lest it should be thought that God is uninterested in
healing bodies, may we point out the almost unbelievable
yet abundantly substantial truth: God is more interested in the
affairs of man than in anything found in His creation. In fact,
all things within the universe in one way or another relate
to the redemption and coming glory of the sons of men. Heaven
with all its magnificence was prepared as a home for God's
children. Christ, the Son of God, will be most greatly honored
when He brings many sons home to glory and the God who
notes the sparrow's fall and who clothes the grass of the field
is said to so love the world of men that He gave His well
•

+

beloved, only begotten Son to die for their tramgressions.
it is true ... God knows, loves, cares, and will heal us.

Yes,

•

The Scripture everywhere presupposes God's ability to preserve health as well as to heal sickness. When God under
took to lead the vast host of Israelites from the land of Egypt
into the Promised Land through an unfriendly wilderness He
promised them if they lived in obedience to His will He would
preserve them from sickness (Exodus 15:26). This was quite
an undertaking seeing that more than several million souls
were involved and the time extended into forty years. But God
proved to be just as able to preserve from illness as He was to
preserve their garments and shoes from wearing out during the
long trek (Deuteronomy 29:5).
•

While it is true that some sickness is recorded during the
journey the reason was because of incomplete obedience
on the part of the people. Had they fully obeyed they would
have gone through the entire march without the least sickness
or infirmity for God had revealed Himself in this connection as
the "Lord that healeth thee" (Exodus 15:26).
•

Time after time God demonstrated His power to heal
through His servants. Elisha the prophet restored life to the
son of the Shunamite by the power of God. Isaiah brought heal
ing and prolongation of life to King Hezekiah after God had
promised him additional years (II Kings 20:1-11). Moses prayed
and God wrought physical restoration in the case of the re
bellious Miriam (Numbers 12:10-15). In the matter of the
punishment of fiery serpents God prescribed the remedy of a
brass serpent on a pole which brought instantaneous and com
plete recovery (Numbers 21:9).
•

The classic example of healing in the Old Testament concerns the life of the patriarch Job. While the reason for
the illness seems to be the vindication of the character of God,
the illness was real enough and the suffering intense. But when
the experiment was finished, God divinely touched His servant
and he knew the experience of complete restoration to health
and additional years of blessing and happiness.
Woven into the very fabric of Bible truth is the insistent
claim of God's omnipotent healing touch. He is seen as
the One with whom nothing is impossible and certainly He
possesses the power to touch human .bodies and bring perfect
soundness. While He may allow sickness for reasons best known
to Himself, He always retains complete power to bring -an end
to illness and restore health.
•
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Answer

To Faith ...

•

As we come to the pages of the New Testament we find
they are filled with instances of the healing power of both
Christ and His Disciples. On many of these occasions the Lord
exercised His divine healing touch in answer to the ezpreaed
faith of those who were ill.
• A beautiful example of faith resulting in healing is the
story of the woman who was diseased with an issue of
blood for twelve years and who came in breathless anticipation
to touch the hem of our Lord's garment. Her faith was wonder
fully rewarded for she went away knowing both the joy of
complete healing and the Lord's blessing (Matthew 9:20-22).
• Another lovely example of the presence of abundant faith
is the miracle made on the daughter of the Syrophenician
woman. Although Christ knew what He was going to do, He
did not bring healing until the woman exercised persistent
faith (Matthew 15:21-28). The Lord commented on the "great
faith" of this woman.
• The faith of four in behalf of another friend is graphically
illustrated by the account of the Lord healing the paralytic.
Here the Lord was in a house and multitudes around the doors
absolutely prevented entrance on the part of those with their
sick friend. Their faith was strong, however, and they went up
to the roof, took off the tiles and let the sick down in front of
the Lord who not only healed bis body but forgave bis sins
as well (Mark 2:1-5). It is said the Lord healed in answer
to "their" faith.
• The result of just a little faith is demonstrated by the
healing of the impotent man from the pool of Bethesda.
While it is true that the man possessed some faith, it was a
very feeble faith. However, the Lord answered even this weak
faith with complete healing (John 5:1-5). Evidently a "little"
faith was enough.
• Perhaps the most compelling faith which called forth the
Lord's healing was that of Jairus' daughter who first lay
sick but later died. Jairus was a ruler of the synagogue and
had come a long distance to beseech the Lord's healing. This
was surely strong faith and was completely rewarded by ene
of the three miracles of the .Lord raising to life those who bad
already died (Luke 8:40-56). Christ honored faith. Not once
did any come to Him in faith believing and fail to ·receive the
blessing which was sought. There is no doubt God honors faith
on the part of the intercessor.
6

Without
Faith...

And, Christ
Heals

Christ Heals In

•

We mUlt not conclude, however, that Christ made faith an
incli,pemable requirement for Mft]ing for He did not.
Some of His miracles were wrought without any reference
wbatloeftr to faith. In fact some who were healed bad no
inkling that the Lord was about to perform a miracle upon
them.
• For instance, in the story of the raising of Lazarus from the
dead, which was certainly one of the greatest miracles, faith
and hope seemed to have completely vanished from the hearts
of the sisters. While they had believed in the ability of the
Lord to heal their brother while he was still alive, their faith
did not extend to the raising of the dead. Yet this mighty sign
was wrought by Christ in spite of their lack of faith (John
11:1-44).
• On the night when our Lord was taken by the mob, Peter
in a foolish and futile attempt to defend his Master cut
off the ear of the servant of the High Priest. Although no one
expected healing here, the Lord graciously touched the wounded
member and instantaneous healing took place. This again is just
sovereign healing (Luke 22:50-51).
• Surely one of the greater miracles in the life of the Lord
was His healing of the maniac of Gadara. This man, fierce,
wild and demon possessed, not only had lack of faith to be
healed, but being demon demented demanded the Lord to leave
him. Yet the Lord graciously cas\ out the demons and restored
the man fully to health and a sound mind. There is no evidence
here of faith on the part of anyone (Mark 5:1-20).
• Peter and John were led to bring about a marvelous miracle
on the cripple at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. This
lame man, because of more than forty years of deformity,
looked only for a coin or two, never e ~ recovery from
his infirmity. Yet God's power made him every whit whole
(Acts 3:1-11).
• The same exercise of sovereign healing is demonstrated by
the Apostle Paul on his journey to Rome as he is instru
mental in the healing of the father of Publius (Acts 28:7-9).
Or, as you look through the healings of our Lord (Matthew
4:23-24) there were times when lie healed in almost a whole
sale way with those whose faith was great, small or even non
existent.
• So, while faith is a very desirable quality, we cannot say
it is a requisite for healing. Fully ·a third of the recorded
healings of the Bible have no reference at all to required faith.

,
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God Heals Through Means ...

Or Without Means ...

•

•

Because of the fact that there has been some controversy
over the use of means in cases of healing, the Bible student
ought to take note of the fact that in a number of cases God
chose to heal through various agencies, instruments or means.
• For example, in the case of the bitter water at Marah, the
Lord instructed Moses to cast in a tree and the waters were
made sweet. There is no doubt that God could have sweetened
the waters in another way if He had chosen to do so (Exodus
15:25).
• Or take the case of King Hezekiah who lay sick with an
apparently incurable disease. After the King's intercession,
Isaiah the Prophet was instructed to prepare a lump of figs and
lay it upon the affected parts. There is no doubt but what this
is divine healing through means (II Kings 20:7).
• In our Lord's ministry His miracles are divided between
healing through means and healing without means. The
blind man of Bethsaida could have been healed by the Lord's
command but the Lord chose to heal him in another way
(Mark 8:22-26). Another blind man is healed by the Lord
spitting upon the ground, making clay and anointing his eyes.
After such anointing the man was sent to the pool of Siloam
and returned seeing. No one questions the Lord's ability to
command sight but in this instance He chose to use the clay
(John 9:6).
• As the Apostle Paul wrote to his dear son in the faith concerning Timothy's oft infirmities the advice given was that
he should use a little wine for his stomach's sake. In other
instances the Apostle Paul summarily commanded healing but
in this case the recovery from sickness was through the instru
mentality of means (I Timothy 5:23).
• Luke, the writer of the third Gospel as well as the Book
. of Acts, is called in Scripture, the beloved physician. Cer
tainly no stigma is attached to those who were in the ministry
of healing through means. Our Lord Himself remarked on an. other occasion that they who are whole have no need of a
physician, but they that are sick (Matthew 9:12). If the Lord
had meant to condemn the use of means He could have done
so on this occasion.
• It would seem as if God wanted it understood that it is
both His will and His ability to heal through means if He
chooses to do so. Certainly there is no condemnation expressed
in Scripture which would lead us to think that it is wrong to
use means to obtain healing. The harm is when we place our
confidence in means instead of God!

In looking at the other side of the story we find that God
is never confined to the use of means for bodily healing.
It is just as possible for God to heal by the direct word of His
command as through the instrumentality of remedies or medi
cine. So it is in today's sickness, God can and does heal in direct
answer to prayer without any intermediate agencies or treat
ments being used.
• Consider the Lord's healing of the man with the withered
hand. All that the Lord required was that the man stretch
forth his hand and it was restored whole in an instant of time.
No application, no massage, no anointing, just the Lord's own
command (Mark 3:1-5).
• While on other occasions the Lord had used means to restore sight to blinded eyes, when He healed the two blind
men after the miracle of the ruler's daughter, He merely touched
their eyes saying, "according to your faith be it unto you." In
this instance healing was complete and without the use of
means (Matthew 9:29).
• As the Lord learned of the sickness of Peter's wife's mother
His procedure was to come into the room where the sick
lay, to touch her hand and immediately the fever left her and
she arose and began to minister to them (Matthew 8: 14-15).
• So it was also as the Lord healed the leper following the
Sermon on the Mount. The leper had besought Him saying,
"Lord, if thou wilt thou can make me clean." Jesus did, by
stretching forth His hand and commanding the cleansing and
the record says, immediately the leprosy departed from him
(Matthew 8:1-4).
• Why does the Lord perform miracles both with means and
without except it be to prove to us that He was not bound
to any particular form of healing. He could do anything just
as it pleased Him. So it is today. No one is able to say that
God must heal in a certain particular fashion. God's ways of
healing are legion and the lesson that comes to us through this
is not to despise either method.
• Three times during our Lord's ministry He raised folks
from the dead. One of these miracles concerned the widow
of Nain's son.
• The funeral cortege was on its way out of the city and when
the Lord saw the pitiful sorrow of the widowed mother His
compassion went out to her and going over to the bier He com
manded the young man to arise. Of course there was no faith
exhibited here, just our Lord's sovereign will (Luke 7:11-18).
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God Does Not Always Heal ...

•

We are now approaching the heart of the entire matter.
It is our earnest conviction that God is abundantly able
to heal. There is no sickness, curable or incurable according to
human standards, which is beyond His divine touch. Further
more God's healing is miraculous, instantaneous, permanent
and ~omplete. This truth is both taught on the pages of ScriP:'
ture and has been demonstrated times without number in Bibli
cal times and since. There cannot be the slightest doubt to the
honest thinker, of God's ability to prevent and cure sickness.
• Yet the related truth is this ... it is not always God's will
to heal. In some cases God's will is that sickness shall remain.
To some prayers for healing God's answer, spoken in love, is ...
"no, my child". We cannot ignore the important truth that some
times God has a purpose in allowing sickness.
The teaching of the Bible seems to be clear on this point.
While there is a sufficiently convincing number of miracu
lous healings to abundantly substantiate God's ability and will
ingness to heal, there are other instances where God's saints
besieged the throne of grace with their petitions for healing
only to be told that God's will was otherwise for them. Nor does
the evidence point to failure on the part of the intercessor.
•

,.

One of the secrets here is that sickness is ofttimes God's
instrument to bring about His purposes. God, who knows
all things perlectly, may use our being laid aside to teach some
ultra valuable lesosns. His plan for our education may include
some days when we spend the entire time on our backs just
looking up into His face.
•

•

If it were true that any of God's children could be healed
of any disease by merely exercising faith might not the
will of God be thwarted? If God were forced to terminate sick
ness when His children asked would not the sovereignty of God
be limited? In this manner God's will would be infringed upon
and God's desires possibly frustrated. The truth is that God's
plan sometimes includes sickness.

No one else on the pages of Scripture so exemplifies the
true Christian life as the Apostle Paul. Three times the in
spired Word tells us to follow him as he follows Christ. Bis
life is a God-given example for Christians of all ages.
•

•

Paul had what the Scripture calls a thom in the flesh. It
was a weakness or an infirmity of some kind. We are not
sure just what the thom was but some think Paul had eyes
weakened from an Oriental disease. In the Galatian Epistle he
speaks of writing with "large letters" ( Galatians 6: 11) and
remarks that the love of the Galatians had been of such char
acter that if it had been possible they would have "plucked
out their own eyes and given them to him" (Galatians 4:15).
Paul, naturally, desired to be healed, feeling his usefulness
for service could be improved, and three times besought
the Lord that He would touch him and make him well again.
•

•

There is no question about Paul's faith nor is there any
question concerning sin in his life. If healing were merely
a matter of confession of sin and faith toward God Paul would
have been instantly healed, yet God's answer to him was in
the negative (II Corinthians 12:7-10). God answered Paul by
saying it was more to His glory for Paul to retain this thom
in the flesh for God's strength was better exemplified through
his weakness. Paul's immediate response was not to question
but rather to glory in his infirmity.
This case of Paul's affliction completely disposes of the
false teaching that the reason why some Christians suffer
and are not healed is that they allow unconfessed sin to abide in
their lives. We are absolutely certain that neither of these
causes contributed to Paul's illness. God Himself answered
Paul's thrice made intercession by simply pointing out that
His grace was sufficient. In other words, the Lord said, it is
better for you, Paul, to suffer this affliction than to be delivered
from it. God's will and God's glory were further advanced
through Paul's thorn in the flesh than through physical health.
•

The teaching of experience agrees at this point. Throughout
the centuries many of God's choicest saints, those who lived
within the circle of His directive will, have known the pain
and sorrow, of illness and limitation. Sometimes these were
those whom God used most.

The example of Paul should be a norm for all Christians.
When illness comes or infirmity is present it is quite right
to lay the entire matter before God. Yet, if God's answer is "no"
we should gladly take this as an indication of His will ~d
rejoice that we are counted worthy to demonstrate God's
sufficiency through our sickness.
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II

Trophimus, Epaphroditus ...

Timothy,

Lazarus ...

While the Apostle Paul was detained in a Roman prison he
wrote some tender and loving letters to his friend Timothy.
At the end of his second letter he includes some salutations
to various other friends and also tells Timothy that he had
left a mutual friend named Trophimus sick at Miletum. Evi
dently Trophimus was one of eight friends who accompanied
Paul at the close of his third missionary journey (Acts 20:4;
21:29). Miletum was a city on the coast of Asia Minor not
far from Ephesus. There, Trophimus, because he was so seriously
ill that he could travel no farther, had to part from Paul.
• Now here is a case where one of Paul's close companions
and fellow laborers in the gospel became sick in the course
of his service. If the remedy for sickness was merely the exer
cise of faith surely Trophimus under the guidance of the Apostle
Paul, and with God's power immediately available, could have
continued the missionary journey. There can be little doubt
but that earnest prayer was made but God's answer evidently
in this case was that Trophimus was not to be healed but rather
to remain ill until God's will had been wrought out in this
sickness (II Timothy 4:20).
• Epaphroditus was a member of the Philippian Church. On a
number of occasions the Philippian Church sent a love
gift of financial aid to the Apostle Paul (Philippians 4: 16).
Now Paul was in prison in Rome and the church again deter
mined to send a gift and did so through this young man whom
Paul calls a brother, companion in labor and fellow soldier.
Epaphroditus sets out for Rome and although he reaches Paul's
side and delivers the gift, he is taken gravely ill in doing so.
• What is Paul's procedure here? Does he have Epaphroditus
confess his sins, exercise his faith and demand God's healing?
No, the account says that God had mercy on him. Without a
doubt in answer to P~ul's earnest prayer God raised him up,
even though he was mgh unto death. There is nothing to indi
cate that the healing was instantaneous. Rather, as he sets
out on the return journey Paul expresses his solicitude over the
condition of this young man. So it would seem that he was
still weak from his sickness (Philippians 2:25-30).
• Why does Paul, through whom had been given the most
stupe ndous revelation of all time, deal with cases of sick
ness in this simple manner if sickness can always be instantly
healed? The answer is, that this is the New Testament way of
God's dealing with the illnesses of His children. There is no
other way of divine healing than merely to lay one's need by
prayer before the will of a sovereign God.

The Apostle Paul pays a very high compliment to Timothy.
No one of all Paul's large acquaintance was such a com
fort to him in the gospel as this young man. Yet, evidently
Timothy's personality was shy and retiring and he needed to
be a little more aggressive and energetic in the work of the
Lord.
• It may have been that Timothy's shyness stemmed from
the lack of robust health. Some have it that Timothy's
trouble lay in a poor digestive system. At any rate, Paul in his
first letter to him advises (I Timothy 5:23) that Timothy was
to drink water no longer but to use a little stimulating wine
for his stomach's sake and his often infirmities, or perhaps to
relieve the frequent attacks of indigestion.
• While this may seem irrelevant to some, the entire matter
of God's concern over the health of His children is affected
thereby. Why did not Paul summarily command Timothy's
recovery, or why did not Paul instruct his son in the faith to
lay hold by faith on God's so-called established means of
recovery? The answer simply is that such methods are not
always God's plan. God can most certainly heal if it is His
will, but the healing may be by natural means or by super
natural means. In this case Paul, the inspired writer, suggested
natural means of healing. So it may be in our weaknesses.
• Lazarus was a friend of Christ. He had two sisters, Mary
and Martha, and their home was always open to the Lord.
On one occasion Lazarus took deathly sick and his sisters
despatched a messenger to tell the Lord of Lazarus's serious
condition. After Christ had received the message He still stayed
in the same place until Lazarus died.
• Why did not our Lord command instantaneous healing?
Or, why did he not suggest to these friends that faith be
exercised and prayer be made if this is the way of recovery
from sickness? The simple answer is, that we would have
missed this demonstration of Christ's power over death and the
grave had not Lazarus been allowed to die before the Lord
came to raise him from the dead.
• Sickness in this case was not outside the will of God. In
fa ct God's will was that Lazarus should take sick and
eventually die in order that the authority of Christ might be
demonstrated.
• For the sisters to have commanded the end of Lazarus's
sickness would have been to completely thwart God's pur
pose. There is no doubt that bodily weakness, if it is in the
will of God, can bring glory both to the child of God and to
his Heavenly Father.
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Sickness May Be A Teacher ...

Sickness May Glorify God •••

There is a well known tendency in the Christian l1fe for
God's children to become occupied with "things," some
times with good things. It is quite possible to be so busy with
various activities, making a living, social service, pursuing a
career, or even Christian activities, that one fails to hear the
message of God's voice and consequently may miss the will of
God for his life.
.

•

We must add here, however, that not all sickness comes
under . this category. There are cases that are in no wise
related to anything the patient has done. One should be very
sure of his ground before suggesting that the sickness at .hand
is the result of any action on the part of the one who is ill.

One day as the Lord was passing through the city of Jerusalem His disciples asked Him an important question about
a blind man who sat by the roadside and begged. They wanted
to know the reason behind the cause of this man's blindness,
for he had been blind since birth, so they asked the Lord if he
had sinned or his parents.
• It was an involved question for if the cause of the blindness
had been due to the man's own sin, he would have had to
sin in another incarnation, for he had been born blind. If, on
the other hand, the cause had been that of the parents, it might
have exposed their sinful, hidden wrongdoing. In such an in
stance God would be punishing the child for the sins of his
parents.
• But the Lord quickly dispqsed of the question when, from
the vantage point of His omniscience, He said that neither
had the man sinned nor his parents that he had been born
blind. The significant thing, however, was what the Lord
added. He told the disciples that the man had been born blind,
had lived in complete darkness for more than half his lifetime
in order that one day the Son of God might pass his way, have
compassion on him, anoint his eyes with clay and miraculously
restore his sight!
• This is a most remarkable commentary on sickness. Here
is a blind beggar who sat in hopeless darkness for years
in order that glory and praise might some day come to the
Lord Jesus Christ. The blind man was given the signal honor of
being a living witness to the divine power of the Lord as He
walked the earth. The story of the miracle, immortalized by the
writer John, has been the inspiration for countless sermons, has
strengthened the faith of millions of God's children, and has
brought multitudes of sinners into a saving relationship to
Christ.
• In this case the blindness was not the result of sin, nor was
it due to a lack of faith on the part of the beggar. The blind
ness evidently had no connection whatsoever with any spiritual
deficiency. The cause was the will of God, and the purpose th~
glory of God. The same principle may hold true today. Some
times God's saints are .laid aside for the glory of God.
• It's comparatively easy to live for Christ where there's
abundant health and wealth available. But a Christian's
testimony really counts when he glorifies God from the sick bed.
Sumers may be impressed by the godly ·lifo of a well person,
but they are mightily stirred when · Christians live for .God in
spite of pain and tears. Sickness may glorify God.
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So in some cases God uses sickness as a teacher. God may
want to tell His children that our feverish activity in the
performance of duties or our participation in the whirlpool of
daily Christian activities isn't too important. The important
thing for them to do is daily to look up into His face. Some
times God may even place them upon the flat of their backs
so that it will be easy for them to look up. All of this is done
in love and God's highest desire for His children is that they
should not miss life's most vital matter, which is close fellowship
with His dear Son.
•

Someone has said that Christian eyes never see so clearly
as when they are washed with a few tears. It could be
that some of God's children were becoming deeply enamoured
of a large bank account or tremendously interested in piling
up houses and lands, or inordinately fond of fame and fortune.
Now God knows all these things are to perish with the using.
Th~ real things are not these but rather the things of eternity.
So m order to teach these lessons God may send along an in
struct~r of His own choosing, sickness. And God's children may
learn m the land of counterpane what are the genuine things
of life.
•

T~ere are some Christians who have little or no sympathy
with weaker members of the body of Christ. Sometimes
these Christians think slightingly of those who cannot do the
services which they perform. These robust ones have never
realized that God evaluates service not on a quantity basis but
on the standard of faithfulness. What shall God do in a case
like this? He may send illness to those who have felt them
selves so strong until they develop a real sympathy and under
standing for those less fortunate.
•

•

This Sickness Vindicated God •••
•

The story of Job is one of the most famous true stories of
all times. Away, away back, long before the days of Abra
ham there lived an exceedingly rich man in the land of Uz,
probably Mesopotamia. He was no doubt one of the greatest
men of the East, owning much land, vast flocks and herds.
•

The testimony of the Scripture to Job is most remarkable.
God Himself is quoted as calling attention to Job's char
acter, calling him "a perlect and an upright man, one that
feareth God and escheweth evil" and adding, "there is none like
him in the earth." An example of his piety and foresight was
his daily sacrificing for his children. Though he did not know
they had sinned, yet he sacrificed for them in case they had
done something amiss.
The entire force of the narrative is on Job's righteousness.
Nothing whatever is said about any failure on his part.
Evidently he did not lack faith, nor did he harbor secret sin.
He was just about the greatest example of a righteous man that
could be found.
•

•

At this point in the story we are mysteriously taken to
heaven and allowed to listen in on a conference before the
very throne of God. The time is that day when the Sons of God,
evidently the Archangels, presented themselves before God to
report the conditions of the universe. Strangely enough, Satan
is also allowed to come and report.
•

God speaks to Satan calling attention to the faultless character of His servant, Job, and describing him as unique
among all the men of the earth. At this point Satan counters,
charging that the only reason Job lived so uprightly was that
God had hedged him about with blessings. Satan's sneering sug
gestion was that if God were to remove the blessings Job would
no longer either love or serve Him.
•

It is easy to see that this charge was not merely directed
against Job. Satan is charging Almighty God with receiving
honor from a man merely in exchange for poured out blessings.
In other words, Satan is impugning the character of God, point
ing out that if God were to remove the "hedges" the true char
acter of the one whom God has so praised, would show itself in
cursing God to His face.

•

Even though these calamities must have descended upon
Job like tons of bricks, the account reports that Job accepted
it as coming from the God who doeth all things well, and he
sinned not nor charged God foolishly.
•

The story goes on. There came another day in heaven and
the procedure was repeated. As Satan comes before Him
God calls attention to Job's continued righteousness under this
terrific testing. Satan counters again, this time suggesting that
"all that a man hath will he give in exchange for his life."
His further diabolical plan was to send sickness which, he
prophesied, would make Job curse God to His face.
•

The trial must go on for the momentous experiment must
be completed. God gives Satan permission to touch Job's
body but forbids him to touch his life. So the Devil goes forth
to horribly affiict Job with sore boils from the crown of his head
to the soles of his feet. But Job, mighty man of faith that he
was, accepts this philosophically too, and taking a piece of
pottery to scrape the excrement from the boils, seats himself
among the ash heaps to await God's vindication.
•

May we pause here to point out some very plain lessons.
Job was affiicted with sickness as very few others have ever
been affiicted. Yet there was absolutely no cause of the sickness
in him. His life had been upright, his attitude toward God
without flaw. We are given to understand perlectly the cause
of the whole trouble. It was the controversy over the character
of God. Was God upright in his dealings with men, particularly
with Job? Satan's charge was that God was purchasing man's
worship with favors.
•

The story has a happy ending. God Himself talks with Job
and as Job hears God's wisdom and sees God's pristine
righteousness, he abhors himself and prostrates himself before
God's holiness. But God's new blessings follow and Job's new
prosperity measures twice his former greatness.
•

Here then is a man made of dust who vindicated the righteousness of the God of the universe. Here was a human
sickness which added glory, honor and praise to the already
incomparable name of our Heavenly Father. Here was the
trial of a man which demonstrated the holiness of our God.

The challenge had to be accepted. So God permitted Satan
to strip Job of all his possessions in a day's time. All his
oxen and asses, all his sheep, camels, servants, and as a final
blow, his sons and daughters. What a day!

Does this happen today? In answer, may we point out that
the entire record is preserved for us on the pages of the
Bible. Surely it is there for our admonition, and for our com
fort. While this is assuredly not the cause for all sickness, may
it not be the cause for some?
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•

Sickness May Be Corrective ...
•

SicknessMay Lead
ToGod.
. ..

Paul's first letter to the Corinthian Church is written to correct a number of wrong conditions there. It seems that
while Paul was in Ephesus some members of the church wrote
to him telling of certain abuses which they felt were harmful
to the cause of Christ. So Paul takes his pen and dips it in the
ink of inspiration and writes this exceedingly practical letter.
• One of the practices at the Corinthian Church which was
causing a great deal of unfavorable criticism was their
carelessness when they appeared at the Lord's table. It seems
that very frequently as the believers assembled they ate and
drank together in a love feast called the "Agape." Following
this love feast the Lord's Supper was celebrated but there was
danger of a lack of reverence and a possibility of boisterousness
so that the sacred emblems of the broken bread and the wine
were being carelessly handled (I Corinthians 11:17-34).
• Paul very sternly censures such actions and warns that those
who eat or drink in an unworthy manner bring stem judg
ment upon themselves. As a matter of actual fact, Paul points
out that there were some in the Corinthian Church who were
weak in body and sickly in health because of this very act of
irreverence for sacred things.
• This is rather a startling statement and deserves greater
attention. Because of the fact of irreverence about holy
things, God Himself had sent sickness to wam the careless ones
of their danger. The principle here is that sickness may be a
warning and the answer, of course, to one who suspects this in
his life would be to carefully examine his relationship to holy
things and to God and speedily correct any abusive conditions.
• Even this was not all. Paul further pointed out that not
only had sickness and weakness been sent, but some of the
Corinthian Church had been taken home to glory, that is had
died, on this account for he says "for there are some who sleep,"
sleep meaning death.
• The case of the prodigal son, while not completely analogous, supplies further descriptive details. The son was out
of his father's will and living in the far country. There he lost
his substance and God sent him dryness of soul and possibly
weakness of body. The answer was easily found. He went to his
father, confessed his sinful foolishness and knew the joy of com
plete restoration.
• Some weakness comes under this category. However, we
must be careful not to think that all weakness is a result
of God's punishment. Many of God's saints are ill but their
illness has no connection whatever with sin on their part.

So it may be today. God conceivably could send infirmity of
body in order that there might be wholeness of soul. How
wrong it would be, therefore, to command healing for those
with whom God is dealing regarding their soul's salvation.
They might miss the very thing for which God had sent the
sickness. They might be eternally lost just to gain deliverance
from illness.
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The Scriptures state that God is not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance (Il Peter 3:9).
God's offers of mercy are held out to any and all, for Christ died
for the sins of the whole world. Moreover, this is the only door
of entrance into heaven . . . this is the one way of salvation.
•

But God is not a disinterested offerer in the matter of men's
salvation. He earnestly desires that men and women should
tum from their wickedness and come to know the real things
of life. It is God's purpose to stay the sons of men in their
downward course and tum their faces toward that heavenly
city. To do this God may use many agencies. It Is quite possible
that He may use sickness.
A number of very thrilling contemporary stories have come
out of the last war. On more than a few occasions
soldiers have become shipwrecked or lost from their battalions
and have known the terrific hardships of starvation and thirst.
Some of these instances have resulted in men and women turn
ing to God and promising to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
Saviour. There are some living examples tQday of those whom
God called to Himself by means of privation and proxinlity to
death.
•

•

An example on the pages of the New Testament concerns
the scene at the pool of Bethesda (John 5). There, evidently
in a sort of public sanitorium lay a great group of sick folks.
Into this scene one day appeared the Lord Jesus, and addressing
Himself to a man that had been deformed for 38 years He per
forms a mighty miracle both on the man's body and on his
soul as well for the impotent man is made whole and also
finds Christ as his own personal Saviour.
•

Whether or not the man would have been saved if he had
not been sick is conjectural. Sufficient to say, the facts are,
that God used the sickness to prepare the way for the man's
salvation.
•

The Modern Healing
Movement ...
•

Healing movements are not new. There have been those
. who h~ve claimed the gift of healing ever since the apos
tolic era. History reveals many cases of healing and we believe
t~at many of these are completely genuine. It is quite
1:-ght to expe~t that God would visit His people in relieving
s1clmess by miraculous divine intervention. No thoughtful per
son can reasonably doubt the truth of these historical examples.
However,. in the last fifty years there has grown up a mod. e~ h~ahng movement that is quite different from any
thing m history. Those at the head of this movement claim it
to be a present day outpouring of the Spirit of God similar to
the early days of the Christian age. Accompanied by tremendous
advertising ~ese "healers" h~ve gone through the land holding
huge campaigns and attractmg unprecedented attention. The
people have come by the thousands, some to be healed others
out of curiosity.
'
•

•

The leaders of this modem healing crusade claim that any. one can be healed of any sort of disease at any time if they
will only follow the conditions they outline. These conditions
are said t? be a sufficient amount of faith either on the part
of the affi1cted, or those who bring them and a confession and
renunciation of all known sin in the life.
•

These "healers" state that the basis of healing today is the
. wor~ of Christ on Calvary's cross. They teach that when
Christ died on the cross He bore our sicknesses as well as bear
~ng ou~ sins..11:1ey claim it is just as easy to be healed of bodily
mfinmty as 1t 1s to be healed of spiritual infirmity.
The _c~nter of this. whole movement is a series of widely
. pubh~1zed cam~agms. These meetings are highly charged
with exc1teme~t with
atmosphere not unlike hypnotic
seances. There 1s a certam type of music used and the entire
focus of the gathering is on one central person. Everything is
keyed to the highest pitch. When the supreme moment comes
the "anointing" takes place and apparently by means of
hypnotic suggestion the sick fall to the platform supposedly
healed.

t?e

G)

Let us be emphatic here. We do not for a moment believe
this healing movement of today to be founded on sound
scriptural principles. In the first place no one can "command"
God to heal. Do not misunderstand ... God has overwhelming
ability to heal any and all, and nothing is too difficult for Him.
But it is quite another thing to ignore God's purpose. The truth
~ a t many times it is just not God's will to heal.
~ When our Lord walked the earth He graciously healed all

who came to Him. Every kind of deformity, all types of
sickness knew His touch. Not so with these healers of today.
Cases must be interviewed beforehand and sorted out. Those
who do not present a "good risk" are denied. The healers seem
to specialize in neurotic troubles.
• - Contrary to our Lord's admonition to His Disciples as they
went forth to heal, these healers of today accept huge
offerings. Jesus commanded His Disciples "freely ye have re
ceived, freely give." In contrast to this much criticism has come
to the modem healers who have profited so greatly in a financial
way from the ailments of the people of God.
r9

In the forefront of the healing crusade are a great number

of women. Nowhere in the Bible do we find authority for
women to minister in this capacity. On the contrary women
are commanded to be in the background in spiritual things
and were not to be given places of authority or prominence.
•

And where do we find Scriptural authority for bringing the
sick to great healing centers? The New Testament teaches
that when God's children were sick they were to call for the
Elders of the Church. These Elders were to come to them, and
anoint them with oil and pray for them. In these cases God
promises, if it is His will to do so, to heal those who are
afflicted.
•

Nor is the heavy emphasis on the necessity of faith according to the teaching of the Word of God. It is true that our
Lord on some occasions called forth faith from those whom He
healed. But in other cases nothing whatsoever is said about
faith. We rightly conclude that faith is not an indispensable
requisite for healing as these "healers" claim.
•

Sufficient to say that widespread and pitiable confusion has
followed in the wake of this movement. When the sick have
presented themselves and have not been bettered some have lost
faith completely, others have turned to cults and m extreme
cases insanity and death have resulted.
'

This entire modem movement is fraught with disappoint
ment, disillusionment and in some cases, despair. It is not
in accordance with a true understanding of Scripture and
should be watched with the utmost care.
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Verses Used By Healers ...
Let us examine the particular passages used by those who
. wo~d !each that God must heal all who come to Him in
faith bebevmg. Do these Scriptures teach that anyone ma be
~ealed? Do they teach that the only required factor in he!i;..._
is enough faith?
~
•

is such a doctrine taught on the pages of the Bible. The word
here meam soul healing.

Another favorite Old Testament passage which is common!
1;1sed ~s a foundation for the doctrine of divine healing
day 1s lsazah 53:5, that "by His stripes we are healed." This
most m~elous chapter, one of the greatest in the Old Testa
ment, gives a most graphic foreview of the work of Chri t
the cross for lost sinners. Here Christ is seen as the :re:~
Servant of Jehovah as He comes to earth to do th will f H'
Heavenly Father.
e
o
lS

A related passage is Matthew 8:11 where it states that the
miracles under discussion were in fulfiUrn,..nt of the Isaiah
passage . . . "Himself took our infirmities and bare our sick
nesses. 0 This is perhaps the central passage which the so-called
healers of today base their teaching. But does this passage teach
that bodily healing is just as available as salvation?
• The two chapters of Matthew 8 and 9 gather together a
series of ten amazing miracles. More than likely these did
not happen in chronological order as they are given here, but
the writer assembles them to show the authority of Christ over
all forms of human illness. As he assembles these signs he marks
them the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy. It was here ... as
Christ entered into the sicknesses, the woes, the sufferings of
humanity that Christ took our infirmities and bore our sick
nesses. This is none other than God come in human flesh, and
as a proof of this, He is tested in all points like as we are except
that temptation which comes from a sinful nature.
• These miracles were three years before the cross. Nowhere
does it state that on the cross Christ bore our sicknesses. If
Christ had atoned for our weaknesses and our physical condi
tions then death also would have been abolished. If Christ
actually died for our sicknesses then His atoning work in this
respect is a complete failure, for there is more sickness today
than ever before. And, as a matter of fact, some of the greatest
saints of God both in the past and in this generation were weak
in body and afflicted with infirmities.
• We turn to look at Matthew 10:7-8 as another passage which
is used as a foundation for divine healing today. It is the
occasion of our Lord sending out the twelve Disciples to witness.
They were to go on a five-fold mission: "preach, saying, The
Kingdom of heaven is at hand; heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have received, freely

•

•

One .of the most common passages is Exodus 15·26 H
partic ular att~~tion is paid to the phrase ... "I am' th~
that heale~ thee. Cla~ is made that as the Lord does not
change but is the same m all ages, so He manifests Himself to
us today as the One who heals.
•

r.o8::

•

But_ such an interpretation would dreadfully wrest the
Sc~ptures.. I_n the first place the revelation of the Lord as
Heale~ is conditional. God promises to keep sickness from th
Israelites _only on the conditions that they "diligent! hark~
t? th~ voi~e ~f the Lord thy God, and wilt do that ~hich is
nkght m H~s sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and
eep all His statutes."
• But even if people today were to fulfill all these
·
till ~nts whi~h the children of Israel were never abl~U:
s
s prom1s~ ~ould not apply to us any more than hun~
?Teds of other distinctly Jewish promises such as the promise
·
m the next chapter of the manna being given each m
No. one. doubts God's. ability as a Healer but this verseoi:zimg.
m no
wise gives us authonty today to call upon Him as such.
•

t!

But. can there b~ any doubt to the earnest reader that the
entire chapter is devoted to the healing of our sin-sick
soul~? What. the _prophet sees as he looks down through the
corndors of time 1s our Lord dying on a cross of sha
z
tra
·
H • th
me .1or our
. . ns~_ess1ons. e 1s e Lamb of God upon whom are laid the
1mqu1ties of us all. He is the One who bears the sins of many.
•

1?1e endeavor to build a doctrine of divine remedy from
. sickness ~erely from the occurrence of the word "Heal" in
this chapter 1s to find in Scripture what is not there. Nowhere
22

•

give."

Now the part which is emphasized by those who so teach
concerns the admonition ... "heal the sick." But can we
separate this command, if command it be, from the rest? What
about the further instructions . . . cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out demons? Surely, all of these must go together.
• And if they did go together, what about the prohibition inherent in the passage to shun the way of the Gentiles, but
go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel? Surely it seems
clear that this whole incident was completely fulfilled in the
life of the Disciples, and does not apply today.
l3

More Passages ...
Let us look briefly at Mark 16:18. These are our Lord'~ final
instructions as He ascends back into heaven. He has com
manded His followers to go into all the world. Now, He states,
as they go these signs will follow their testimony. They will
cast out demons, speak with new tongues, take up serpents,
and if they drink poison it will not harm them. They will also
lay hands on the sick and they will recover.
•

All of these things did follow and are recorded, with the
exception of drinking the deadly draught. The Book of
Acts tells of the going forth of Christ's followers and of their
trials and victories. There is no question that they did lay hands
on the sick, and God miraculously healed them. But as we
search the passage carefully we believe that these signs .were
to give authority as the gospel was first being preached. It does
not say . . . these signs shall follow them that believe always.
These miracles were to be present only in the beginning of the
dispensation. .
•

Ii,,.
titl

1_'7 God
never forces people to renounce their sins and accept
salvation. He wants to people heaven .only with those who

choose to go there. _If there were alway s signs following the
teaching of Christ there would'. be th ose who were mere y
attracted 6 th e signs. T oday the gospel standsoii"°'its own menr:
e ave the amazmg p eriomencm of t e ible and the min
is
·of lie pirit of Go to attract smners to Iirist.
..=._

Come with me to another passage: John 14:12. Here in the
famous Upper Room Discourse our Lord promises His Dis
ciples that they (and He) were to do even greater things than
He had done before. He graciously lays before them a most
amazing promise in verse 13. What did our Lord have reference
to? Was it bodily healing?
•

•

There is no hint of bodily healing in the passage. As a matter of fact if bodily healing were in view as some claim,
what bodily healing could be greater than what Christ had
done? He had done absolutely everything that could have been
done even to the raising of the dead. All kinds of sickness had
yielded to His healing touch. Really, if the coming works were
to be greater they would have to be in some other realm.
•

And so they are. May we understand that to save a soul
eternally is the most marvelous miracle of time or eternity.
And as the age unfolded there were thousands and thousands
· who came to know the greater works of God's forgiveness,
cleansing from sin, new life, new hope, new everything.
24

A glorious verse indeed is Hebrews 13:8. There, after the
writer has so wonderfully shown in the Book the pre
eminence of the Lord Jesus Christ over everything and every
one, he points out in verses 5 and 6 the glorious truth of the
nearness of Christ. Showing them in verse 7 that they should
follow the faithful example of their leaders and in verse 8 that
Christ was just as able today to help them as He had helped
others before them, for He is the same.
•

Now this verse has often been linked with a verse such as
Exodus 15:26 to endeavor to prove that Christ is the same
Healer as He was then. But this is a false use of the Scripture.
The incomparable characteristics of Christ are always the same,
but His ways of dealing with the sons of men change. No one
would say that God walks with us as He walked with Adam
and Eve, or even with Enoch. There are dispensational divisions
in the Bible and we are going to be hopelessly confused until
we heed them. This passage means what it means but it cannot
be said to teach that Christ heals today as He did when He
walked the earth.
•

Look again with me at another passage, this one James 5:14.
Of al l passages used in divine healing circles this one is
perhaps tnost frequently quoted. And it is a good passage. Let
us see what it teaches.
•

•

The one who is sick among Christians is to call for the
Elders of the Church. Now, this is a far different cry from
the sick one going to a highly publicized hypnotic healing
meeting. Rather, he is to ask the Elders to come to him and
pray over him. Never in Scripture does the word "Elder" mean
other than a man, and in this case, it is not to be one Elder but
more than one.
•

As the Elders come they are to anoint the sick with oil.
The re is some difference in opinion over whether this is
ceremonial anointing or therapeutic anointing. Then they are
to pray for him. There is no hint that they are to catechize
him about his sins or his faith. The promise given is that the
prayer of faith shall save the sick and the Lord shall raise him
up, and God means what He says.
But no Scripture is of private interpretation. Scripture must
be compared with other Scripture, and while this passage
holds out a great promise for the sick, other truths must enter in.
God will raise the sick if it is His will. God will forgive his sins
if He comes to God on the basis of the precious blood of the
Lord Jesus. We must diligently study all related verses on the
subject.
•
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Is Healing In TheAtonement?...
.
•

,.
'

This is the basic teaching of the modem healing movement,
that as Christ died on Calvary's cross, He not only bore our
sins but took our sicknesses as well. Consequently, say they, it
is just as easy to be healed of bodily infirmities as it is to be
forgiven of sins. Healing is the privilege of all and may be
boldly claimed by any believer who walks humbly and obedi
ently with the Lord.
• We do not doubt for a minute that all spiri~al benefits
stem from the death of Christ. This includes our forgiveness
of sins, our power to live godly and righteously in this present
age, our possession of eternal life, our home in heaven, our
coming glorified bodies. In this sense bodily healing is con
tained in the atonement as everything worth while is con
tained in the atonement.
• But to dogmatically assert that anyone may be healed of
sickness on the basis that Christ bore that sickness on the
cross is absolutely untrue. There is positively no Scripture
which teaches any such thing. If this were true it would be
next to the most important doctrine in the Word of God, and
the Bible would be full of it. But no, look as you may, you'll not
find this taught on the pages of Holy Writ.
• Contrary to this the Bible teaches that we live today in a
body of humiliation (Philippians 3:20, margin) and that
our bodies are mortal, subject to corruption, bodies of weakness,
earthly bodies (I Corinthians 15:42-49). These bodies even
though they are the habitation of the Spirit of God (I Corinth
ians 6: 19-20) groan as they await the redemption which is
promised to the children of God (Romans 8:23).
• The experiences of the Saints of the New Testament, including the Apostle Paul, Timothy, Trophimus, Epaphro
ditus, show no such understanding of bodily healing. Surely
if anyone would have known of the common availability of
healing for the body it would have been Paul. Yet study his
fourteen letters and you'll find no mention.
• Nor is such the experience of the Saints since that day.
Rather, it would seem that many of God's choicest lived out
their lives in weak bodies. Surely if healing were easily or
almost automatically obtained they would have known it and
claimed it.
• The true healing that flows from the atonement will some
day be ours. But that day will be when our Lord comes
(I Thessalonians 4:13-18). Until that day we simply lay our
need before the Lord and accept His will.

•

Is Sickness
TheResult of Sin?. . .
Is it true that all sickness is from Satan and therefore it is
always God's will to remove it? It is true that present. day
sickness results from present day sin, and _the remedy 1s. to
nfess and renounce sin in order to receive health agam?
~oes all physical derangement stem from sin in the life?
•

•

Yes and mostly no. Sickness along with all other evil .entered the world by means of Adam's sin. Before that, tln?-e
there was no evil and there were no illnesses. But Adam s sm
was a different sin from all others _since. There never has been
another like it. It was this sin which opened the flood~ates of
all kinds of unrighteousness to enguH the world. In this sense,
sickness results from sin, from one sin (Romans 5:12) only.
•

Yet it is not true to assert that all sickness today comes
from sin which is personal sin. There is a ~eat deal of
physical infirmity which is in no way related to sm. God may
send sickness to teach lessons. Some sicknesses may. be to the
glory of God. Carelessness and accidents may re~t m trouble.
Some sicknesses may further the work ~f Christ more than
health. Sometimes sickness leads to salvation.
•

It is also true that some sickness results from sin for God
may use sickness as a judgment. The case of the trouble
at the Corinthian Church reveals that those who wer~ careless
about holy things and handling the. sa~ed e~blems m_ an _un
worthy manner had been stricken with m~~ (I ~ormthi~ns
11:30). The case of Elisha's servant Gahaz1 b_emg ~tncken v:v1th
leprosy for his wrong doing is another case m point (II Kings
5:20-27).
• But we must be careful not to categorically state ~at all
sickness comes from sin for this is not true. Some sickness
has no connection with personal sin. The Lord ~ated (John 9)
in the case of the man born blind he had not sinned ~or ~d
bas parents, but that the glory of God should be manifest m
him.
• How may one determine th47~ is sin in ~s life?.
~s
no mystery here. It is the mim~ ?f th~ md~elling Sp~t
of God to convict of sin. If there 1s hindermg sm, the Spmt
of God will most assuredly make it known, lead you to confess
it, cleanse you.

Tum:

Are Physicians,
MedicinesWrong?...
•

)

I

Is it contrary to the will of God to call a physician? Should
we depend upon prayer alone? Is God offended if we look
to doctors in place of looking to Him?
• Some have called attention in this connection to the death
of good King Asa. It is said that "he sought not to the Lord
but to the physicians" (II Chronicles 16: 12). But the fault here
is not that he sought the physicians but that he sought not the
Lord. There is nothing wrong in inviting the aid of medical
men, but we must not rely on doctors or medicines alone. Our
primary confidence should always be in God.
• At one time our Lord had occasion to speak of physicians,
remarking that they which were whole had no need of a
physician but rather those who were ill. At this point the Lord
offered no censure to the medical men. We must also remember
the aid which the beloved physician u e a
en ered
to e
ostle Pau
o oss1
: 4 .
-. -- You can look carefully through the Bible and you will not
find any word of condemnation to the medical profession.
But physicians are wrong, or anything else is wrong when it
takes the place which God only should occupy in our lives. We
may call the doctor only after we have called upon God, and
in many cases while the doctors bind up the wounds God heals
the body.
• The same principle holds true in the case of medicine.
Someone has suggested that there is a herbal remedy in
the world for every illness, and if we only knew the remedy
there would be much less sickness. We are not left in doubt
about medicine for our Lord Himseli endorsed the use of means.
On one occasion He healed blindness by the use of clay (John
9:6). On another occasion He touched a deaf man's ears. Many
times He laid His hands on leprous bodies. The Apostle Paul
prescribed wine for Timothy's weak stomach. Isaiah, under
God's command, used a poultice of figs to heal King Hezekiah's
ulcer.
• Yet the Lord's healing power is in no wise limited to medical remedies. God can just as easily heal wtihout medicines
as with. The word of His power is just as efficacious without
medication as with it. The truth is, however, that sometimes
God chooses to heal through physicians and medicine.
• What should be our attitude? Simply look to God for every
one of life's needs, financial, matters of guidance, medical.
Lay everything before Him. After this has been done, and if
God so leads, use the best medical knowledge available.
~

Is Healing A Gift Today? ...
One of the ministries of the risen Christ is to give spiritual
gifts unto His children (Ephesians 4:8). The purpose of
these spiritual gifts is to advance the cause of the gospel. An
entire chapter (I Corinthians 12) is devoted to instructions as to
the exercise of these gifts.
•

•

One of the gifts listed (I Corinthians 12:9) is the gift of
healing (Greek: healings). Without a doubt this gift was
to be exercised in relieving the sicknesses of the saints and in
furnishing proof of the power of the gospel before unbelievers.
The question is . . . does Christ still bestow the gifts of
healings today in this age as He did at the opening of the
gospel era? Are there people today who have the genuine gift
of divine healing as for instance Peter and John (Acts 3:1-11),
or Peter (Acts 5:15) or Paul (Acts 19:12)?
•

•

The testimony of the ages between the time of Christ and
the present indicates the affirmative. Voluminous material
is available to show that there have been those who have been
able to heal. Testimony from missionary fields today, especially
in difficult missionary fields, adds more confirmation of God's
willingness to bestow this desired gift in order to authenticate
the gospel.
We see no reason why God cannot bestow the gifts of healings today. The only stipulation to our acceptation is, that
the gifts must be genuine. They should be recognized by the
same characteristics as were found in the gifts of Apostolic
times. The healings must be instantaneous ,they must be com
plete and they must be permanent. The one who is doing the
healing should accept no money for the exercise of his gift and
of course no needy one should be denied healing no matter
how difficult his infirmity. There will be no difficulty in recog
nizing the real gift today. God's power will be very evident.
No one will doubt that it is God who is doing the healing.
•

We must add, however, that God seems to be very chary of
bestowing the gift of healings today. Perhaps the reason is,
that so many want to be healed . . . want to be healed more
than they want to be saved. God is more interested in the sal
vation of men's souls than in the healing of their bodies. It
could be that the emphasis on bodily healing might detract
from the healing of men's souls.
•

29

True Divine Healing...
These words will undoubtedly fall into the hands of those
who are greatly in need of a healing touch from on high.
May we urge you to pursue after and find the true Biblical
method of divine healing. For just as surely as the Bible is the
Word of God, there is a true method taught on its incomparable
pages.
•

Nothing which we have previously said is intended to lessen
your faith in God's ability, or to prevent you from seeking
and finding that which your Heavenly Father plans for you.
We most firmly believe that you can be healed if it is God's
will for you, and if you desire it in God's way.
•

•

Everything is in your favor. The Scripture literally scintillates with the bright promises of God. The testimony of
history is filled with almost countless instances of God's gracious
favors extended to His needy children. More than that, there
are multitudes of Christians alive and well today who will
gladly tell how their bodies were efficaciously touched by God's
loving hand.

'I

~

He should pray, yes, just pray! Do we realize how immeasurably wonderful is the privilege of prayer? Do we
realize that because of our position in Christ we may look up
into God's face at any time we choose under any circumstances
and for as long as we care to pray and we may have the ear,
yes, and the heart too, of our heavenly Father?
•

Have we ever analyzed the amazing potentialities of our
privilege in prayer? We do not need to break down any
prejudice on God's part! We do not need to con~ce Him _of
our worthiness! It is not necessary for us to take tune to build
up our own case before Him. God already loves us! The sceptre
of His favor is continually held out toward us. He has gone on
record as promising to give us all things (Romans 8:32). No
good thing will He withhold from His children.
•

Moreover, He urges us to call upon Him. Over and over
again on the pages of Scripture, God's children are exhorted
to lay hold of God's omnipotence in prayer.
•

•

•

What then is the true method of divine healing? How may
we obtain that genuine touch of God's omniscience upon
our bodies? What shall a Christian do when he is ill?
•

There is no great mystery. Perhaps the first matter to be
attended to is to be sure that you are a born-again child
of God. You see, God's love for His children is greater than His
love for the world. In order to share in God's benevolence you
should be one of His family. To His children, God is a Father
. . . a most wonderful Father.
•

If you're not saved, you may be this very hour. Come before

God as a sinner, for a sinner you are. Look up into His
face in prayer, receive into your heart of hearts the priceless
free gift of His grace . .. His Son who died for you on Calvary's
cross. If you'll do this . .. and mean it ... you'll be saved for
time and for eternity.
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•

So do not ever be discouraged, do not despair. God is still on
the throne and His power is far beyond our ability to esti
mate. Moreover, the love which He bears for His children is as
high as heaven and as deep as our deepest need. Nothing is too
difficult for Him. Nor is He too busy to be minutely interested
in the lives of all His children.
•

II

Now What Shall
SuffererDo ? ...

"And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify me" (Psalm 50: 15).

•

"He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be
with him in trouble: I will deliver him, and honour him"
(Psalm 91:15).
"The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all
that call upon him in truth" (Psalm 145:18).

•

"Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them" (Mark 11:24).
•

"And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask
any thing in my name, I will do it" (John 14:13-14) .
•

"And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily,
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you" (John 16:23).
•

"Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7).
31

•

"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you"
(I Peter 5:7).

Into the cleansed heart of every born-again child of God
comes an abiding Guest. It is none other than the Holy
Spirit of God who is Himself sent from the Father and the Son.
The purpose of the presence of the Spirit of God in our hearts
is to minister to us from the things of Christ and to make our
lives truly successful from God's viewpoint.
•

H there are things in the Christian life which are harmful
to our progress or displeasing to our heavenly Father, it is
the responsibility of the Spirit of God to make known these
things to us. For instance, if there is sin in our lives the Spirit
will bring it to our attention. H we are being careless or fool
ish, the Spirit will make known these things to us. The remedy
is to confess such wrong doing before our heavenly Father
(I John 1:9) and know the sweetness of pardon and cleansing.
•

a
I

I

•

However, we should not be too introspective. The human
heart at best is a disappointing place to look. Better to keep
one's eyes on Christ than to be constantly delving into our own
inner lives. Do not fear, the Spirit will bring to our conscious
ness anything which needs to be corrected.
H, after we have prayed much and if after we have committed all to God, there still is no healing, what then shall
we do? The answer is clear. We shall take our sickness or our
infirmity as God's will for us and ask for grace to rejoice in it.
When we have prayed and God's answer seems to be "no" then
it is our privilege to let our light shine for God from the sickbed
or from the hospital or from the place of limitation, knowing
that this is God's highest desire for us.
•

Let us be well assured that many of God's spiritual giants
have been those who were chained to beds of limitation
but the chains were chains of love and the sickroom was the
very presence of Christ. Perhaps God would call you into a
life of marvelous testimony although you may never be free
from bodily limitation.
•
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"WHAT EVERY CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO KNOW"

An excellent booklet designed to be placed in the hands of new Christians
containing 15 brief chapters on such subjects as Salvation, Security, Time, Money,
Amusements, Talents, ideals, etc. Space provided for the signature of the one
giving it. Especially helpful for Pastors, Evangelists, Sunday School Teachers, etc.
32 pages.

"HOW TO BE A HAPPY CHRISTIAN"

Sounding the clarion more of true joy in the Christion life this booklet shows
that the real Christian life is the happy one. Fifteen concise chapters liberally
sprinkled with Scripture references. A valuable booklet to place in the hands of
church members. Easily read, good for the sick room. 32 pages.

"GOD'S ANSWER TO YOUNG PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS"

A handbook of conduct for Christian young people in these days of confusion
and compromise. The theme of this booklet is that the life of the Christian be
longs wholly to the Lord Jesus Christ. Chapters on Smoking, Drinking, Dancing,
Movies, Petting, Popularity, Clothes, etc. Many Scripture references. Easily read.
32 pages.

"THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE"
A clear presentation of the companionship of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
born-again Christians and how this is God's pion to meet every problem. Deals
with the baptism of the Spirit, speaking in tongues, His filling, His teaching.
Clear, concise, Scriptural. Valuable to place in the hands of young people.
32 pages.

"CAN HIGH SCHOOL YOUNG PEOPLE THINK?"

A booklet prepared especially for young people in the Hiqh School age group
dealing with the question of the acceptance of Jesus Christ as the greatest
Personage in life. Then the booklet goes on to deal with problems found in
High School such as sports, boy and girt friends, dancing, amusements, habits,
etc. An excellent booklet for every High School young person. 32 pages.

"TEN REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD"

Setting forth some of the vast amount of evidence that God has given prov
ing that this Book is indeed the Word of the Living God. Especially valuable for
young people. A good study book for classes. Valuable to place in the hands of
every church member. Many Scripture references.

"HOW WE MAY KNOW THAT GOD IS"

A booklet colling attention to the overwhelming amount of evidence con
cerning the existence and purpose of God. Chapters on the Human Hand, the
Blood Stream, Birds and Bees, Watermelons, The Good Earth, the Blue Sky, etc.,
etc. Book closes with an appeal for salvation and surrender of life. Especial!~
adoptable for young people. Many scripture references. 32 pages.

"HOW TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE"

Here is the order of this booklet: God has a plan for your life; this pion is
the way of true happiness and real success; the method by which you may
ascertain God's plan for you. Full of scripture references. A vital necessity for
every Christian, especially young Christians. 32 pages.

"LOVE, COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE FOR CHRISTIAN YOUTH"

Advice worth millions in happiness for those in love, or those who may foll
in love. This booklet minces no words as it sets forth that love is from God, is
clean and pure, and any other kind is not worthy of the name. Excellent to place
in the hands of your young people. 32 pages.

"ANSWERING COLLEGE STUDENTS' QUESTIONS"

Deals with the great problems of life here and hereafter. Chapters on origins,
evidences of our Christian belief, how to find one's place in life, questions of
marriage and service. All questions are shown to have their answer in the Bible
as God's great Answer Book. Many scripture references. 32 pages.

A SIMPLE PICTURE OF THE FUTURE"

A booklet for young people pointing out the various future events in their
prophetic sequence. Clarifies the order of the rapture of the Church, the coming
Tribulation, the reign of the Antichrist, the end of time and the dawn of eternity.
Over 150 scripture references. Valuable in these times. 32 pages.

